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ATTITUDE TO SMALL COUNTRIES
All this behooves us to pay serious attention to the
principles of cooperation between 'big and. small states iu
these postwar times., in order to avert possible undesirable
consequences due to the violation of universally recognized
democratic principles in this field. Besides the good things
accomplished by the Conference, which I mentioned at the
beginning, it has furnished no few examples of how co-
operation between big and small states should not be prac-
tised if we are really imbued with the spirit of democratic
cooperation among nations.
In this connection I want to 'dwell on the problem of
Finland, and on the policy of the great Powers towards
small countries.
The policy of the Soviet Union towards Finland is clear.
II is determined by the democratic principles on which the
attitude of the U.S.S.R. towards small countries in based.
The Soviet Union has always sought to establish friendly
relations with its small neighbour, Finland. This proved
impossible to achieve before the war, because Finland was
ruled by a clique of reactionaries, including reactionary
Socialists of the type of Tanner, who has now been convict-
ed by a Finnish court together with other war criminals.
This clique involved Finland in an alliance with Hitler
Germany and in war against the U.SJS.R., in which Finland
played a disgraceful part in the siege of glorious Soviet
' Leningrad.
Yet, despite this, when the Soviet Anny routed the
German and Finnish troops which besieged Leningrad, and
victoriously advanced northward from Leningrad, the Soviet
Union agreed to magnanimous armistice terms, and on its
own initiative refrained from sending Soviet troops into
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